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W ELCO ME
W e lcom e  to Girom a's te nth  q uarte rly ne w sle tte r.  Th e  first e dition w e nt out in th e  
spring of 2004, w h e n th e  com pany w as just th re e  m onth s old.  Since  th e n our m ailing 
list h as grow n to 270 plus all th e  te ch noph ile s w h o pre fe r to re ad such  th ings online . 
O ur inve stor list and prope rty portfolio h ave  grow n too, and w e  th ank  you all for 
m ak ing th is  possible .  Girom a could not h ave  progre sse d so far w ith out you. 

D uring th e  last q uarte r our re furbish e d Lydne y bungalow  h as gone  onto th e  m ark e t and 
w e  h ave  continue d w ork ing on th e  Broadw e ll and Bish opsw ood cottage s.  Th e re  is ne ve r 
a dull m om e nt w h e n re furbish ing such  old buildings, as one  ne ve r k now s w h at m ay lie  
be ne ath  th e  surface .

In th e  spirit of co-ope rative  e nde avour w h ich  typifie s Girom a's busine ss ph ilosoph y, w e  
h ave  m ove d into a ne w  ph ase  re ce ntly and se t up a joint ve nture  program m e .  More  
about th at ne xt tim e , or se e  th e  w e bsite .

O ur se arch  for m ore  proje cts continue s apace .  W e  w ill le t you k now  w h e n ne w  
prope rtie s com e  into our portfolio.

O N TH E MARKET: LYDNEY
3-be droom  bungalow

Th is re furbish e d prope rty caugh t a buye r's e ye  in May, soon afte r going onto th e  m ark e t. 
Th e  first offe r put forw ard w as too low  and th e  se cond w as only sligh tly be tte r, so w e  
de cide d to bide  our tim e .  In June , in orde r to publicise  th is little  ge m  m ore  w ide ly, w e  
liste d it w ith  a se cond age nt.  Both  age nts are  confide nt th at w e  are  ask ing th e  righ t 
price  in today's m ark e t.  Th is is re assuring, but w h at w e  re ally w ant is a buye r w h o 
agre e s w ith  th e m !  W e  live  in h ope .

Above : Lydne y bungalow , re ar vie wAbove : Lydne y bungalow , front vie w



O RIGINAL SEMI: BRO ADW ELL
2-be droom  cottage

O ur progre ss on th e  original cottage  is 
punctuate d by re gular conve rsations w ith  
th e  builde rs about h ow  be st to cre ate  a 
com fortable  h om e  w ith out je opardising 
th e  structural inte grity of th e  building. 
Lik e  m any old h ouse s, th is cottage  h as 
h otch potch  w alls com pose d of stone , 
brick , m ortar and bits of w ood: w h ate ve r 
cam e  to h and se e m s to h ave  found a 
nich e  som e w h e re .  So our w ork  on th e  

fabric of th e  building is proce e ding w ith  
due  care .

W e  h ave  cre ate d space s for th e  front 
door and k itch e n w indow  by k nock ing 
tw o h ole s th rough  th e  le an-to sh e d 
w h ich  stands at th e  front of th e  h ouse . 
Both  linte ls are  now  in place , but th e  
sh e d w ill stay in situ for th e  m om e nt.  As 
you can se e  from  th e  ph oto be low  (le ft), 
th e re  is a substantial h e igh t diffe re nce  
above  th e  ne w  front door for us to de al 
w ith .  O nce  th e  le an-to h as be e n 
re m ove d, w e  w ill ne e d se ve ral w ide  
ste ps to provide  acce ss from  th e  stre e t 
dow n to th e  front door.  Acce ss for 
w h e e lch air use rs w ill be  th rough  th e  
back  garde n and Fre nch  doors into th e  
lounge .

Th e  old corne r staircase  h as be e n 
re m ove d and a local joine ry firm  is 
building a h ardw ood staircase  to re place  
it.  Th is w ill stand h alfw ay along th e  side  
of th e  h ouse , be tw e e n th e  lounge  and 
utility room .  All th e  dim e nsions h e re  
are  as q uirk y as one  w ould e xpe ct in 
such  an old building, but th e  joine r h as 
be e n h igh ly re com m e nde d to us as 
som e one  w h o th rive s on th is sort of 
ch alle nge .  H e  is liaising w ith  th e  builde rs 
to w ork  out th e  be st w ay to straigh te n 

Above : Broadw e ll k itch e n w indowAbove : ne w  front doorw ay in Broadw e ll

Above : original Broadw e ll cottage  on righ t



th e  w all against w h ich  th e  first run of 
stairs w ill go.

Th e  plum be r and e le ctricians h ave  done  
th e ir first fix.  A ne w  drainage  ditch  h as 
be e n dug to carry rainw ate r into th e  
m ain drainage  syste m , and th e  gas 
pipe w ork  h as be e n m ove d in orde r to 
join th e  ne w  m e te r box.

BISH O PSW O O D , LYD BRO O K
D e tach e d Victorian cottage

Th e  ne w  k itch e n w indow s w e re  painte d 
in May.  Sh ortly afte rw ards, th e  k itch e n 
and bath room  w alls w e re  plaste re d and 
sk im m e d, and th e  corbe ls on th e  front of 
th e  cottage  w e re  strippe d back .  Th e  
w ork  of re painting th e se  various surface s 
is w e ll unde rw ay.

W e  h ave  playe d w ith  various layouts for 
th e  bath room .  Th is is a sm all room  
upstairs, ne stle d righ t unde r th e  e ave s. 
Sloping ce ilings add ch aracte r but also 
pre se nt distinct ch alle nge s!  To provide  
h e adroom  unde r th e  sh ow e r, w e  are  
building an inte rnal w all at th e  e nd of th e  
bath tub so th at th e  sh ow e r can be  
m ounte d at a suitable  h e igh t ove r th e  
bath .  W e  h ave  close d off th e  old 
bath room  w indow  and installe d a roof 
w indow  inste ad.

Above : our Bish opsw ood prope rty

Above : one  of th e  corbe ls in Bish opsw ood

Above : Bish opsw ood bath room
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Th e re  w ill be  a utility are a in th e  back  
se ction of th e  k itch e n, w h e re  w e  are  
building a w ide  cupboard to h ouse  th e  
w ash ing m ach ine , tum ble  drye r and 
boile r.  Th e  k itch e n is far from  large , 
e ve n w ith  th e  e xte nsion th at w e  built 
last ye ar, and w e  w ant to m ak e  it as 
w ork able  as possible .

W O RD  O F MO UTH
O ur database  of inte re ste d pe ople  
continue s to grow .  Th ank  you for 
spre ading th e  w ord.

W e  w e lcom e  e nq uirie s at any tim e  by e -
m ail, post and fax, and during UK  
busine ss h ours by ph one .  If you h appe n 
to m e e t anyone  w h o m ay be  inte re ste d 
in th e  w ork  w e  are  doing, ple ase  m ak e  
sure  th e y k now  h ow  to contact us.  Th e y 
w ould be  m ost w e lcom e  to brow se  our 
w e bsite  or join our ne w sle tte r m ailing 
list.  W e  e njoy talk ing to lik e -m inde d 
pe ople  and w ill do our be st to answ e r 
any q ue stions th e y m ay h ave  about th e  
com pany.

Site  visits can be  arrange d on re q ue st, so 
th at prospe ctive  inve stors can gauge  th e  
q uality of our w ork  in progre ss and form  
th e ir ow n im pre ssions as to our inte grity 
and e fficie ncy.

NEXT ED ITIO N
O ur autum n ne w sle tte r w ill be  out in 
O ctobe r 2006.  For ne w s of our 
proje cts be tw e e n now  and th e n, ple ase  
visit our w e bsite .

Th ank  you for continuing to tak e  an 
inte re st in Girom a.  Your support and 
trust m e an a gre at de al to us.

Above : th e  k itch e n in Bish opsw ood

Q UOTE O F TH E Q UARTER

"You r ow n re s olu tion to s u cce e d
is  m ore  im portant

th an any oth e r one  th ing."

(Ab rah am  Lincoln)

D o you k now  som e one  w h o 
m igh t be  inte re ste d in w h at w e  

are  doing?

Give  th e m  our contact de tails and 
invite  th e m  to ge t in touch .  O r 
pass th is ne w sle tte r on to th e m  
w h e n you h ave  finish e d w ith  it.

Th e y w ould be  m ost w e lcom e  to 
brow se  our w e bsite , join our 

ne w sle tte r m ailing list, or contact 
us dire ctly.

W e  w ould be  de ligh te d to h e ar 
from  th e m  and answ e r any 

q ue stions th e y m ay h ave  about 
our proje cts and strate gy.




