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W ELCO ME
W e lcom e  to our autum n ne w sle tte r.  W e  are  de ligh te d to introduce  our ne w  proje ct in Bulgaria, 
w h e re  w e  h ave  te am e d up w ith  a local partne r and bough t land for de ve lopm e nt to suit th e  local 
re side ntial m ark e t.  Girom a is com m itte d to contributing to local com m unitie s w h e re ve r possible  
and w e  are  e xcite d about th is late st ve nture .  O ur land is on th e  outsk irts of Plovdiv, a th riving 
city w h ose  arch ite ctural h e ritage  include s th e  Rom an am ph ith e atre  sh ow n  be low .

Le ss prom ine nt in th is ne w sle tte r, but just as im portant, are  our ongoing proje cts at Cynonville  
and Bish opsw ood, and our re ntal portfolio. 

Th is e dition's Q uote  of th e  Q uarte r is by Anita Roddick , th e  controve rsial e ntre pre ne ur and 
activist w h o die d on Se pte m be r 10th , age d 64.  Founde r of Th e  Body Sh op and tire le ss 
cam paigne r for e nvironm e ntal and oth e r cause s long be fore  th e y be cam e  fash ionable , D am e  
Anita said: "W h e n you m arch  to a diffe re nt drum be at, you look  at th ings in a diffe re nt w ay."  Sh e  
w as de e ply sce ptical of conve ntional busine ss th ink ing w ith  its e m ph asis on th e  bottom  line : "Th e  
m ark e t controls e ve ryth ing, but th e  m ark e t h as no h e art."  By contrast, sh e  be lie ve d in 
"busine sse s w h e re  you e ngage  in cre ative  th ink ing" and argue d th at "W h at is m ost im portant in a 
com pany - or anyth ing e lse  - is unq uantifiable  in figure s."  

Rom an Am ph ith e atre  in Plovdiv, Bulgaria



LAND  PURCH ASED  IN 
BULGARIA
W e  h ave  joine d force s w ith  a Bulgarian 
partne r to purch ase  and de ve lop land on 
th e  outsk irts of Plovdiv, Bulgaria's se cond 
large st city.  H e re  w e  plan to build a sm all 
re side ntial com m unity of about 100 h om e s, 
de signe d to suit th e  local m ark e t.  O ur 
tim e  fram e  for th e  first ph ase  of 
construction is 20-30 m onth s.

Plovdiv is in th e  m iddle  of Bulgaria, on th e  
inte rnational Vie nna-Be lgrade -Sofia h igh w ay 
and th e  Paris-Istanbul railw ay line .  An 
industrial city boasting virtually full 
e m ploym e nt, it h as a population of 
360,000 rising to 400,000 if you include  
th e  sm all village s on its outsk irts.

Th e  tow n is a m ix of de ligh tful old 
buildings, unsigh tly re gim e -style  block s of 

flats, and re m ark ably taste ful ne w  buildings. 
Th e re  is a m ark e t for ne w  h om e s, 
e spe cially w h e re  th e  de ve lope r h as put in a 
good road and oth e r se rvice s.  Mortgage s 
are  a re lative ly ne w  ph e nom e non for local 
pe ople  and th e  Bulgarian bank s are  
e xpanding th e  range  of m ortgage  products 
on offe r.  

Prope rty price s in Bulgaria are  low  
com pare d to oth e r Easte rn Europe an 
countrie s.  As tim e  goe s on, th e y w ill te nd 
to rise  tow ards parity.  Salarie s are  alre ady 
rising, as is th e  cost of h ousing.  By th e  
tim e  our h ouse s are  built and put on th e  
m ark e t, th e  be ne fits of EU m e m be rsh ip w ill 
h ave  h ad longe r to w ork  in th e  Bulgarian 
e conom y.

Plovdiv Me adow s, th e  land w e  h ave  
purch ase d, is w ith in 2 k m  of th e  ring road 

Ce ntral Plovdiv



around Plovdiv, about 4-5 k m  from  th e  
tow n ce ntre .  W e  h ave  purch ase d 3 
contiguous tracts of flat land, totalling 
38,000m ².  Mains pow e r and w ate r are  
available , and buse s run past on th e  road 
into tow n.  

Be fore  building can start on th e  proje ct, 
th e  land ne e ds to be  put into re gulation 
(ch ange  of use  from  agricultural to 
re side ntial/com m e rcial z oning).  Afte r th at 
w e  w ill ne e d to apply for building 
pe rm ission.  Th e  first proce ss is unde rw ay 
and th e  se cond can tak e  anyth ing from  tw o 
to tw e lve  m onth s once  th e  re gulation h as 
be e n obtaine d.

O ur Bulgarian partne r h as a young fam ily 
and live s in Plovdiv, w h e re  h e  ow ns land 
and h as succe ssfully gaine d re gulation and 
building pe rm ission.  H e  is involve d in local 

gove rnm e nt and is a m an of inte grity and 
stature  in h is com m unity.  Am ong h is 
contacts are  a firm  of arch ite cts w h o are  
sk ille d in obtaining re gulation on land 
around Plovdiv.

BISH O PSW O O D , LYD BRO O K 
D e tach e d Victorian cottage

O ur w ork  on th is picture sq ue  old prope rty 
continue s in th e  back ground.  Since  our 
last ne w sle tte r w e nt out w e  h ave  tile d th e  
k itch e n w alls, bough t ligh ts for th e  
prope rty, and e xpe rim e nte d w ith  w ays to 
cle an th e  original q uarry tile s on th e  floors 
dow nstairs.

W e  h ave  also w ork e d on th e  grounds 
(w e ath e r pe rm itting).  Th e  garde n h as plum  
tre e s and m any love ly sh rubs and plants 
w h ich  w e  w ant to e ncourage , of course .

Ae rial ph oto of th e  first block  of land - approx. 14,000m ²



Girom a Prope rty D e ve lopm e nt Ltd, R e giste re d in England and W ale s, No. 5004648
Re giste re d O ffice : Brae  d'O r, Pontsh ill, Ross-on-W ye , H e re fordsh ire , H R 9  5SY, Unite d K ingdom

Te l: + 44 0 19 89  750 306    Fax: + 44 0 19 89  750 371
Em ail: info@girom a.co.uk     W e b: w w w .girom a.co.uk

CYNO NVILLE
Plots for 5 de tach e d h om e s

W e  h ave  obtaine d planning pe rm ission 
to build an acce ss road from  Pe ntw yn 
Road to th e  five  plots and to put in 
se rvice s for e ach  site .  Th e  arch ite ct h as 
now  turne d h is atte ntion to th e  h ouse s 
and is pre paring de taile d plans for 
subm ission to Council.  For m ore  
inform ation about th is site  and its 
be autiful surroundings, ple ase  visit 
w w w .cynonville .co.uk

SH ARE A D EAL
More  and m ore  inve stors are  re giste ring 
for th is on our w e bsite .  As suitable  
proje cts be com e  available , th e  pe ople  
on th is list are  th e  first to find out.

RENTAL PO RTFO LIO
Re gular m ainte nance  on th e se  
prope rtie s is k e e ping our te am  busy.

NEXT ED ITIO N
O ur w inte r ne w sle tte r w ill be  out in 
January 2008.  For ne w s of our proje cts 
be tw e e n now  and th e n, ple ase  visit our 
w e bsite : w w w .girom a.co.uk

Th ank  you for your continue d inte re st in 
Girom a.

Cynonville  Site  Plan

Q UOTE O F TH E Q UARTER

"To s u cce e d you  h ave  to b e lie ve  in 
s om e th ing w ith  s u ch  a pas s ion 

th at it b e com e s  a re ality."

(Anita Roddick )

YO UR  TURN
If you k now  anyone  w h o m igh t be  
inte re ste d in our w ork , ple ase  give  
th e m  our contact de tails and e ncourage  
th e m  to ge t in touch .  O r pass th is 
ne w sle tte r on to th e m  w h e n you h ave  
finish e d w ith  it.

Th e y w ould be  m ost w e lcom e  to 
brow se  our w e bsite , re giste r for one  or 
m ore  of our program m e s, or contact us 
pe rsonally.  W e  w e lcom e  e nq uirie s at 
any tim e  by e -m ail, post and fax, and 
during UK  busine ss h ours by ph one . 
W e  e njoy talk ing to lik e -m inde d pe ople  
and w ill do our be st to answ e r any 
q ue stions th e y m ay h ave  about our 
proje cts and strate gy.  

If anyone  w ish e s to com e  and m e e t us 
and se e  som e  of our proje cts for 
th e m se lve s, w e  w ill be  ple ase d to 
arrange  a visit at a m utually conve nie nt 
tim e .  Th is w ill e nable  th e m  to gauge  
th e  q uality of our w ork  in progre ss and 
form  th e ir ow n im pre ssions as to our 
inte grity and e fficie ncy.




